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How to Dress Bifold Doors
The traditional curtain is rarely the best choice for modern bifold or sliding doors. One reason for
this is that curtains tend to look somewhat dated when contrasted with modern architecture. They
also present aesthetic problems when the fabric ‘bunches’ across the track or collects to the sides of
the door. The large amount of fabric required detracts from the clean-lined aesthetic of a modern
bifold door extension.
By contrast, Phantom Screens are commonly used to screen patio doors, bifold doors – in fact any
large opening up to 12 metres wide! To screen even a four-metre opening with high-quality curtain
fabric would require a large, heavy bundle of drapery. This would bunch up either side of the door
whenever the curtains were opened – not only marring the architectural lines, but also restricting
the angle of view of the garden.
Moreover, curtains provide an on/off solution to heat, glare, and privacy, which limits their
flexibility. By contrast, Phantom Screens preserve the view and help to prevent gloomy interiors,
while allowing a cool breeze to circulate around the home.

Protecting Fabrics
Another issue when using curtains in glazed spaces is that sunlight can also ‘bleach’ or mark the
lining fabric. This can cause colour variations and lines when viewed from the outside. To protect
your home textiles, our screen meshes are made from a durable polyester or fibreglass weave with a
PVC coating. The mesh cuts the amount of UV entering your home, protecting fabric and textiles
inside the property.

Unwelcome Guests
Unlike screens, which have long been the de facto standard abroad, curtains offer no protection
from bugs entering the home during hotter months. Throughout the summer it’s important to be
able to open doors and windows and introduce adequate ventilation. Phantom Screens are designed
to create a seal around the door or window to protect your home from bugs, so you can leave your
windows and doors open whenever you need to – without worrying unwelcome guests buzzing in.

Solar Screens or Integrated Blinds for Bifold Doors?
Natural light is an important facet of interior design but, in heavily glazed spaces, it can create an
uncomfortable living environment. During hot summer months, stunning glass living spaces can
begin to feel like greenhouses. Additionally, in the winter months, the low angle of the sun can result
in more glare. Many homeowners consider alternative methods of dressing bifold doors, such as
integrated blinds. At first glance, this would seem like a neat solution – but it’s important to be
aware of their shortcomings.

When traditional venetian blinds are raised, it’s not uncommon for a stack of slats to remain visible
at the top of each unit. And when the slats are lowered, the view is further obscured, resulting a
separation of indoor and outdoor spaces.

Furthermore, integrated blinds can only effectively block UV when the doors are closed, which
prevents adequate air circulation. Solar screens don’t have this drawback, as they can be moved
independently of doors and windows, which means they can be deployed to cut UV while doors and
windows are open. This allows homeowners to let a cool breeze circulate and lower temperatures
indoors without compromising the view.
Additionally, a faulty blind means that the entire double-glazed unit is compromised. This can make
routine maintenance and repairs both costly and time consuming. Phantom Screens, on the other
hand, can be installed on either the inside or the outside of your doors, making them more
accessible.

Smart Glass or Low-E Glass vs Solar Screens
Thermochromic or smart glass also promises solar management benefits, but in order to be effective
the doors and windows must be closed, which prevents ventilation. This makes smart glass less
effective that solar screens when it comes to keeping interiors cool.
In strong sunlight, thermochromic glass also loses its transparency automatically, creating an opaque
barrier between interior and exterior spaces that cannot be controlled by the user. By contrast, solar
screens can be deployed at will, giving you maximum flexibility. Allowing fresh air to circulate is not
only better for health but helps you to create hybrid indoor-outdoor spaces that can transform the
way you enjoy your home.

The Solution
Maintain clean design lines
Solar screens, also known as solar shades, are growing in popularity for their capacity to perform
multiple functions without impacting on architectural design; the screen mesh simply disappears
from view when not in use, and the frames can be manufactured to match any of the 1,625 RAL
colours, to help them blend seamlessly with existing doors and windows.

The Next Step
To learn more about the why Phantom Screens are the best way to dress large openings in a modern
British home, take a look at our website. If you’d like to talk to one of our experts, get in touch and
request a free, no-obligations consultation – we’d be happy to talk you through your options.
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